
 

 

2016-2017  

Cole Camp R-1 CTA Spotlight 

  

The purpose of the CTA Spotlight for the 2016-2017 School year is to serve as a 

communication tool for community members in our district about what the staff members 

at Cole Camp R-1 are passionate about; creating a rich learning environment for our 

students and giving them all of the 

tools they need to succeed.  CTA 

hopes that by reading this article each 

week, you are able to pull from it 

information to greater assist the 

student in your life, as we all take part 

in their growth and development.  This 

week’s article is “Family Time & 

Science Projects” with Middle School 

Science Teacher, Mary Weant.   

 Every family is pressed for 

time these days, and assignments such 

as the Missouri Tree & Leaf Project is 

an opportunity for families to spend 

priceless, quality time together gaining 

outdoor knowledge.  Being outside has 

tremendous benefits such as being out in fresh air and rather than inside and inactive.  

Verbal connections benefit everyone, let alone building or strengthening the family bond.   

This topic is important to Mrs. Weant because she is passionate about her family and 

the bonds that they have.  Her children and grandchildren know that she supports them in 

their endeavors and any quality time spent together is emotionally healthy for all of them.  

When she is walking with her 

family along the creek looking for 

strange rocks, it is a sharing time 

and Mrs. Weant’s enjoyment for 

this type of adventure becomes 

infectious.  Children notice more 

than we adults realize, and the 

simplest act can be so 

meaningful.  Sharing knowledge 

is very rewarding in a multitude of 

ways.   

When students are assigned 

a project and given a Rubric or 

guidelines to follow, they learn to 

work in a timely manner and to 

turn in a project that they are 



 

 

proud of.  Students learn to be 

observant in nature, and good 

stewards of conservation.  

They communicate their 

findings and experiences to 

those around them.   

Spending quality time 

together and see how much 

better communication will be 

with students.  Students will 

also be more confident in 

themselves, feel secure and 

the bonds will continue to 

grow and enhance the lives of 

those you love.   

 

 

 


